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man who, because of a jest uttered under the influence of wine,
threw away his own life and caused several people to lose theirs.
How did this happen?
The paths of this world are tortuous and sad
And the jeering mouths of men open and shut without cause.
The white clouds have no desire to darken the sky
But the wild wind blows them hither without pause.
Now in the time of Kao Tsung, Hangchou, being the capital,
was not inferior in wealth and glory to Kaifeng, the old capital.
There lived at that time to the left of the Arrow Bridge a man by
the name of Liu Kuei, with the derived name of Chun-chien. He
came from an old and solid family but its fortunes had declined
during his time. He studied for the examinations at first, but
later on he found it impossible to continue his scholarly pursuits
and had to change his profession and take up business. He was like
a man who enters the priesthood after middle life. He knew noth-
ing of business and as a consequence he lost his capital. He had
to give up his large house for a small one and ended up by renting
only a few rooms. He had a wife by the name of Wang-shih and
a concubine whom he took because Wang-shih did not bear him
any children. The latter's name was Chen, the daughter of Chen
the pastry peddler, and she was called Erh Chieh.3 He took her
before he became quite destitute. The three of them lived together,
without any one else in the family.
Liu Chun-chien was a very good-natured man and was beloved
by his neighbors, who used to assure him that his poverty was due
to his bad luck and not to any fault of his own and that better
days would come when his luck turned. This was what his neigh-
bors said, but his fortune did not grow any better and he lived at
home depressed and helpless.
One day as he was sitting home doing nothing, his father-in-
law's servant Lao Wang, about seventy years old, came to him
and said: "It is the master's birthday and I have been commanded
to come and escort the young mistress home for the occasion."
* "Sister Two," because she was the "second wife."